Ngakonui Valley School
That which is nurtured blossoms and grows

ACORNS Programme
Enrolment, Transition and
Class Visit information

What is our ACORNS
programme?
At the very front of our school there is a grand old Oak tree, which is a
very important symbol of Ngakonui Valley School. Every year it drops
hundreds of little acorns, reminding us that the smallest things grow into
greatness. That is how we like to think of our youngest children – we aim to
provide them with the environment and experiences to grow into even
more amazing kids – the acorn into the Oak!
So, we have named our enrolment and school visits programme our
ACORNS programme. This brochure aims to inform you and sets out what
you can expect as your child transitions from pre-school into Kowhai Class
at Ngakonui Valley School.

Allow Time –

We think that time is one of the most important parts of

transitioning to school. We recommend starting visits 6 weeks to 1 month
before your child starts school to help with the transition. We are very
flexible with times and days and will meet you and your child’s needs.
Children would typically begin visiting once a week for morning or
afternoon sessions as we build up to the starting date. We will create a
school visits plan with you that fits in with your routine.
Once you have completed an enrolment form, we will contact you around
6 weeks before your child is due to turn 5 and start planning!
You will also need time to arrange stationery and uniform (which is
available at school).

Communication –

At NVS, we aim to keep our school community

well informed. When you have completed your enrolment form, we will
send our school newsletter to your email address to keep you up to date
with all school events, activities and news.
Our school website www.nvs.school.nz has all the information that you will
need about the school, including enrolment.
We have a Ngakonui Valley School Facebook group, which you can
become a member of, to get information, ask questions, see photos and
join conversations.
We have parent’s evening each term where you can come and talk with
the class teacher about your child’s progress.
There are also numerous family and school events throughout the year
which you are invited to!
NVS has an open door policy so you can come and see us whenever it suits
you – whether it’s for a chat or to pop into your child’s classroom – you are
always welcome!
As your child is visiting school we are there to answer questions and give
support.

Organisation –

How do we organise enrolments? First you can

complete an enrolment form! There is one attached to this brochure, you
can download one from the school website or you can pop out to school
and pick one up from the office. You will need to provide a copy of your
child’s full birth certificate with your enrolment form.
Once you have completed the enrolment form, we will keep you informed
of the school’s events via our newsletter. 6 weeks before your child turns 5,
we will contact you to set up a visiting plan for Kowhai Class.
Travelling by the school buses is a new experience for most new students.
We will organise places on one of our buses and adjust our seating plans so
that your child can sit with family or friends. We organise with the bus driver
to stop where you have requested and have a senior student as a buddy
on the bus to ensure that your child is supported.
We can also assist with organising uniform and stationery with you.

Routines –

One of the most important reasons for transitioning to

school over time is for the children to become used to the routines and
structures in place at school. New students who have been through a
series of school visits are able to settle into Kowhai Class more easily as they
are aware of our daily routines and expectations.
In Kowhai Class we have a balanced learning programme that includes
opportunities for short breaks and free choosing of activities throughout the
day’s learning.
During visits, the children will not only learn how the school day is structured,
but begin to familiarise themselves with expectations for mat time, moving
around the school, playtimes, lunchtimes, toileting and our NVS Values.
Visiting students will be buddied with a classmate to help them and learn
along side them. Kowhai Class students are also buddies with a senior
student from Rata Class (our Year 7 and 8 students) who will act as a role
model, friend and learning buddy for their first year of school.

Need to bring –

When your child arrives in Kowhai Class for their

visits, they will need to bring a few things! Children should bring their school
bag; there will be a labeled coat peg waiting for them to hang their bag
on. Children should bring morning tea if they are visiting in the morning
and lunch if they are staying for lunchtime. A sun hat is also
recommended.
Once your child has a school uniform, they should wear this when they visit!
There is a stationery list for Kowhai Class, which includes all of the books and
equipment needed.
All of the children have book-bags to take home their reading books,
school notices, homework and school library books. We can provide a
book-bag free of charge…but you may wish to purchase your child their
own one!
You can also bring yourself! Parents and carers are more than welcome to
stay with their children on initial visits to help with the settling-in process!

Share and prepare –

We would encourage you to talk to your

child about starting school. Talking about the move to school in a positive
way can really help ease any worries that the children may have! Talking
about what to expect, the days and times they are visiting, who they might
know at school, the bus journeys, the school playgrounds, playtimes and
lunchtimes are all good ideas. If you or your child has any concerns about
visiting, please let us know – we can help!

Contact information
Ngakonui Valley School
826 Taringamotu Road,
RD4 Taumarunui
3994
Phone: 895 6181

Office email:
office@nvs.school.nz
Mr Young’s (Kowhai Class teacher)
email: scott.young@nvs.school.nz
Website:
www.nvs.school.nz

